Dances for September 25, 2017

Video: General Stuart’s Reel

General Stuart’s Reel or
The New Way of Gildon (Reel)
Book 10 — No. 3

1 — 4 1st man sets to 2nd woman and casts off one place. 2nd
man steps up on bars 3-4.

5 — 8 1st woman sets to 2nd man and casts off to second place.
2nd woman steps up on bars 7-8.

9 — 12 1st couple turn first corners with the right hand then,
passing each other by the right shoulder, face second corners.

13 — 16 1lst couple turn second corners with the left hand
then, passing each other by the right shoulder, face first
corners.

17 — 24 1st couple set to first corners, set to each other
across the dance, set to second corners, then set to each
other up and down the dance and finish man facing up and woman
facing down the dance. 1st couple turn by the right
throughout.

25 — 30 1st couple dance reels with their corners. 1st couple
begin the reels by giving right shoulders to second corners.

31 — 32 1st couple, giving right hands, cross over to own
sides in second place.

Repeat, having passed a couple.

Source: The Register of Dances at Castle Menzies, 1749.
Music: The Stuarts’ Rant, Bremner, 1768.
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https://www.ottawadancescottish.org/?p=128
https://youtu.be/alMheaNl-5o

The Manual of Scottish Country Dancing:
Bars 9-16 Corners dance two steps when turning.
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TACNotes:'

9-16 Corners must dance into middle to meet 1st cpl on bars 9
& 13 then out to places on bars 10 & 14 releasing 1lst cpl to
face up & down the set.

Video: Wisp of Thistle
Video: Wisp of Thistle

Wisp of Thistle
Book XXXVII No.4
(Strathspey)

1 — 4 1st and 3rd couples dance “Petronella turns” into the
middle of the dance (1lst man and 3rd woman back to back) and
set to partners.

5 — 8 1st and 3rd couples dance a half reel of four.

9 — 10 3rd and 1st couples dance “Petronella turns” to own
sides. (3rd couple are in first place and 1lst couple in third
place.)

11 — 12 3rd, 2nd and 1lst couples set joining nearer hands on
the sides.

13 — 16 3rd, 2nd and 1lst couples turn partners with right hand
to finish ready for allemande.

17 — 24 3rd, 2nd and 1st couples allemande.

25 — 28 1st couple cross over giving right hands and cast off
one place. 2nd couple step up on bars 27-28.

29 — 32 1st couple dance a half figure of eight round 2nd


https://youtu.be/OqbWAyGrUVI
https://youtu.be/BtI3cYhs1D8

couple.
Repeat, having passed a couple.

Note: At the end of their second turn at the dance, 1lst couple
finish the half figure of eight by dancing down to fourth
place while 4th couple step up to third place on bars 31-32.

Choreographed by Pat Kent in honour of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, who, when she had seen the
Scottish Country dancers perform in the Tattoo in Nova Scotia,
stated that they looked like “wisps of thistle”.

Devised by Pat Kent (Nova Scotia Branch).
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The Wild Geese
Book 24 — No. 3
32-bar jig for three couples in a four-couple longwise set

1 — 4 1st and 3rd couples set advancing to join nearer hands
in a line up and down the set, men with partners on their
right. 1st and 3rd couples set.

5 — 8 1st couple, retaining right hands, turn three quarters
and cast off to third place on own sides and, at the same
time, 3rd couple turn with the right hand and lead up to first
place.

9 — 16 3rd and 1st couples repeat bars 1-8 but in bars 15-16,
3rd couple cast off and 1lst couple lead up to places.

17 — 24 1st couple lead down the middle and up to second place
on own sides.
2nd couple step up on bars 19-20.


https://youtu.be/3_YvTnKAwSM
https://youtu.be/FpOHod_Kc3Y?t=202

25 — 32 2nd and 1st couples dance rights and lefts.
Repeat, having passed a couple.

Collected by Miss Jenny MaclLachlan.
Original tune: Mrs MacPherson of Cluny (Joseph Lowe)



