
Dances for September 18, 2023
Video: The Shetland Shepherdess

The Shetland Shepherdess
The San Andreas Collection by Ron Wallace
32 bar Jig for 3 couples in a 4 couple set

1 – 4 1st couple dance down between 2nd couple and cast up to
original place

5 – 8 1st couple half figure of 8 down around 2nd couple

9 – 16 2nd, 1st and 3rd couple cross-over mirror reels of
three on the sides, 1st couple cross to 2nd place on own side
to begin, 2nd couple out and up and 3rd couple in and up; 2nd
couple ends facing out

17 – 18 1st and 2nd women half turn by the LEFT hand while 1st
and 2nd men half turn by the RIGHT hand
19 – 20 1st and 3rd women turn by the RIGHT hand while 1st and
3rd men turn by the LEFT hand, 1st couple ends in the middle
facing up, and 3rd couple ends back in 3rd place (for 1st
couple the turn is ¾ but for the 3rd couple the turn is once
round)
21 – 24 1st couple dance up the middle to the top of the set
and cast to 2nd place own side

25 – 32 2nd, 1st and 3rd couples advance and retire, all clap
(last beat of Bar 28), and all turn partner by the RIGHT hand
once round.

Music: “The Shetland Shepherdess” by Ron Wallace

This title was inspired by a trip to Oslo, Norway, to teach
SCD  where  I  met  Caroline  Nicol,  a  Shetland  shepherdess
shepherding in Norway! The dance and music are dedicated to
Susan Hagen, my hostess, and all the fine folk in the Oslo SCD
Group.

https://www.ottawadancescottish.org/?p=781
https://youtu.be/k5e5hFLI9s8


Video: Fair Donald

Fair Donald
RSCDS Book 29 – No. 4
32-bar strathspey for three couples in a four-couple longwise
set

1 – 4 1st couple dance down between 2nd couple and cast up to
meet in the middle of first place, facing down.

5 – 8 1st couple dance down between 3rd couple and cast up to
face 1st corners. 2nd couple step up on bars 7-8.

9 – 16 1st couple dance a reel of four with first corners. 1st
couple pass each other by the left to face second corners.

17 – 24 1st couple dance a reel of four with second corners.
1st couple finish between 2nd couple facing up.

25 – 26 1st couple cast off one place on own sides.

27 – 32 2nd, 1st and 3rd couples set and, giving both hands,
turn once round.

Repeat, having passed a couple.

Original tune: Lady Dick Lauder’s Strathspey (James Taylor, A
Collection of Strathspeys and Reels, Volume 2, 1845).

Video: The Montgomeries’ Rant

The Montgomeries’ Rant
RSCDS Book 10 – No. 1
32-bar reel for three couples in a four-couple longwise set

1 – 8 1st couple, giving right hands, cross over and cast off
one place on opposite sides. 1st couple, giving left hands,

https://youtu.be/kKtjXlA5q1U
https://youtu.be/iF-QZqMxb20?t=2717


cross over and 1st woman casts up one place while 1st man
casts off one place. 1st woman finishes between 2nd couple
facing 2nd man with 1st man between 3rd couple facing 3rd
woman. 2nd couple step up on bars 3-4.

9 – 16 1st woman with 2nd couple and 1st man with 3rd couple
dance reels of three across the set. 1st woman and 2nd man and
1st man and 3rd woman pass by the right to begin. On bar 16,
1st couple, with nearer hands joined, face 2nd woman.

17 – 24 1st couple set to 2nd woman. 1st couple turn towards
each other and change hands to face 3rd man and set. 1st
couple move round to face 3rd woman and set. 1st couple turn
towards each other and change hands to face 2nd man and set.
1st couple finish facing second corners.

25 – 30 2nd, 1st and 3rd couples dance reels of three on the
sides. 1st couple pass second corners by the right to begin.

31 – 32 1st couple, giving right hands, cross to second place
on own sides.

Repeat, having passed a couple.

The Register of Dances at Castle Menzies, 1749.

Original tune: Lord Eglintoune (John Riddell, c. 1766) but
usually danced to Lady Montgomerie (Lord Eglintoune, 1796).

TACNotes:’
17-24 1st woman is on her partner’s left to begin &, on bar
24, turns L about, with assistance from her partner,
to face her second corner.


