Dances for February 10, 2025

Ardbrae Dancers of Ottawa
No Video

High Lonesome House
32 bar strathspey for 3 couples
Craig Williams, December 2024

1 — 8 1st couple dance down the middle, cross over below 3rd
couple and cast up to 2nd place. 2nd couple stepping up on
bars 3 — 4. 1st man & 3rd woman turn, with the left hand, 1st
woman and 3rd man with the right hand, turn once round.

9 — 16 1st couple followed by 2nd couple dance a % figure of
eight around 3rd couple. 1st couple dancing up to original
places. 1lst man & 2nd woman turn with the right hand once
round, while 1st woman & 2nd man turn with the left hand once
round.

17 — 24 1st & 2nd couple Helice,

1-2 1st & 2nd couple 3 turn partners right hand, to finish in
promenade hold, top couple (1lst couple) facing men’s side,
bottom couple (2nd couple) facing women’s side, forming a line
up and down the dance

3-4 1st & 2nd couple promenade % way round anticlockwise (not
too close together)

5-6 1st & 2nd couple still in promenade hold, turn to finish
in middle of set facing partners — 2nd couple above 1st
couple, [top couple on own side (2nd couple), bottom couple on
opposite side (1lst couple)]

7-8 1st & 2nd couple pull back right shoulder and cast into
sidelines, 1st couple facing out on opposite sides

25 — 32 Reels of 3 on the sidelines. 1lst woman passing right
shoulders with 2nd man to begin. 1st man passing right


https://www.ottawadancescottish.org/?p=963

shoulders with 3rd woman to begin. on bar 28 1lst couple % turn
with the left hand to continue the reel on their own side

Back in 1884, William and Mary McWatty and their 7 children,
settled on 200 acres near the town of Packenham. They bought
their first livestock: 4 cattle, 4 sheep, 2 horses and 1 hog,
cleared 50 acres over the ensuing decades and built a working
homestead. The land was farmed and logged continuously until
1997 when it was purchased and donated to the Mississippi
Madawaska Land Trust. The area is now called the High Lonesome
Nature Reserve and is slowly being returned to it’s natural
state.

Note: The Helice figure is borrowed from the dance A Trip to
Ottawa by Malcolm Brown

No Video

Mr Diack’s Measure
The Diack Dances
Devised by Linda Gaul

32-bar reel for three couples in a four-couple longwise set
1 — 8 1st couple dance a figure of eight round 2nd couple.

9 — 16 1st couple, followed by 2nd couple who dance up to
begin, lead down the middle and up. 2nd couple finish at the
top and 1lst couple finish facing first corners.

17 — 20 1st couple set to first corners then second corners
and, pulling back by the right, finish facing each other up
and down with 1lst woman between 3rd couple and 1st man between
2nd couple.

21 — 24 1st couple, giving right hands, turn one and three
quarters to finish in second place on own sides.



25 — 32 2nd, 1st and 3rd couples dance six hands round and
back.

Repeat, having passed a couple.



